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Verbal note of the Secretariate of State of His Holiness 
to the German Embassy (Jan. 18th 1942) 


The Secrets honour ti 


acknowledge 


Holy e of the Verbi 


Note the nourat Л bassy соп 


Embassy 


tha! 


municated IO 


yv of che im 


portance that attaches n high offices of the 
Roman Catholie Church с Reich cann 
renounce ihe right to be hear ch offices are conferred 
a right which belongs to it in virtue ts sovereignty 

It noted further tha vernmen nust, on the contrary 
anach importance t wing giv the possibility of having Its 
| cal character heard betore the conferring 


>, Coadjut with the right of 


difficulties 
jishor 
pe dent Pri i 

Reich 

raine, Luxemburg anc e freed teri er Sreyer 
and Krain and also in the General Government area 
Moreover the Government musi claim 


eneralgouvernement 


this right also in cases where the administration о! the above 


mentioned ecclesiastical offices is to be in the hands ol an Apostolic 


Administrator, or of a Vicar Capitular beyond a reasonable time 
or finally of апу other diocesan administrator wha:soever 


At the same time Іһе honourable German Embassy notified 
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ding 

the Secretariate of State that “ in the interest of uniformity in 
administration throughout the entire sovereign territory of the 
Reich, the Government must further attach importance to the fact 
that, within the old territory of the Reich also, the appointment of 
ecclesiastical dignitaries of the kind just mentioned (Apostolic 
Administrators, Vicars Capitular and other diocesan administrators) 
be not made unless the Government has been approached be- 
forehand confidentially, and given the opportunity to submit for 
consideration any difficulties of a genera! political character it 
may at the time have against the proposed candidates 

* The Government of the Reich ”, the Verbal Note concludes 
"therefore asks the Holy See before conferring in future any 
Ecclesiastical offices of the kind mentioned above, to afford it, 
by means of ап appropriate communication, the opportunity to 
submit for consideration any possible difficulties of a general 
political character 

In this connexion the Secretariate of State is anxious above 
all to assure the honourable German Embassy that the Holy See, 
animated as it is by the liveliest desire to secure, as far as it is 
concerned, the genuine welfare of the German people, has been 
and is still sincerely disposed to do everything that it can, within 
the range of its rights and obligations, to improve the «relations 
between the Church and the German Siate, 

Of this disposition (not to mention many other noteworthy 
instances) the Holy Father gave a particularly solemn proof im- 
mediately after his accession to the Pontifical Throne in the 
autograph letter, dated March 6th 1939, to His Excellency the 
Führer and Chancellor of the Reich, 

In that leuer His Holiness stated, among other things: * Re- 
calling with pleasure the long years during which, as Apostolic 
Nuncio in Germany, We glady devoted all Our efforts to have the 
relations between. Church and State regulated and to make them 
more and more friendly through mutual understanding and ready 
cooperation, for the good of both parties, We now direct especially 
to the achievement of such an end the fulness of the most ardent 


£e 


TS 


Н3155 - 0006 





Sing 


which are inspired and made possible by the responsability 


despite this keen desire f th шіН, which His 
ncy the Führer and ance е Reich, іп his reply 
following April 29th, sa hc red, the relations 
еп Church and State ir f 1111 far indeed from 
being what they ought 1 аз ala ianifes: by the 
measures and atts which continue to muitip th in the territory 
of the Reich and in the occupied and annexed countries, measures 
and acts which gravely violate the rights of the Church, being 
contrary not only to the existing Concordats and to the principles 
of interna al law ratified by the Second Hague Conference, but 
often- and this is much more grave to the very fundamental 
principles ot divine law, both natural and positive 
Let it өшсе to recall in this connection, among other things, 
the changing of the Catholic State mentery schools into unde 
nominational schools; the permanent or temporary closing of many 
minor seminaries, « f а few major seminaries and ol some 
theological fac s; the suppression of almost all the private 
schools and vi numerous Catholic boarding schools and colleges; 
the repudiation, decided unilaterally, of financial obligations which 


had towards the Church; the increas 


the State, Municipalities. etc 
ing difficulties pui in the wav of the activity of the religious Orders 
and Congregations in the spiritual, cultural and social field and 
above the suppression of Abbeys, monasteries, convenis and 
religious houses in such gres; numbers that one is Kcd io infer a 
deliberate intention of rendering impossible the very existence 
of the Orders and Congregations іп Germam 

Similar end even graver acts must be deplored in the annexed 
and occupied territories, especially in the Polish territories aad 
particularly in the Reichsgau Warkheland for which che Relch 
Superintendent has issued, under date of September 13th last, a 
Decree concerning Heligious Associations and Religious Societies 
(Verordnung über religiöse Vereinigungen und  Religiengesell- 
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As what conc 15 the ishes expressed € Gove 
мМ the Reich with regard he filling of the he ! 
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hese high office 
tac he person appoir to govern a d с fulfilling 
his spiritual mission ] com efend and courage 
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no objections of a general 


n art, 14 it is laid down The 


appoinimen: of rchbishops ar Zishops is the concern of the 
è 


Holy See acting in full liberty Before publishing the Bull, the 
Holy See will approach the Bavarian Government confidentially 
ther no objections of à political order 


and make sure that 
against the candidate 

It is always in virtue of à concession founded on a Concordat 
that other States of Germany enjoy а like privilege 

So in the Concordat with Prussia, in art. ©, | it is laid down: 

The Holv See will not appoint апу Archhishop or Bishop, without 
the Chapter after the election having first made sure from the 
Prussian Government that no objections of a polirical character 
exist against him ". And in art. 7 The Holy See will not 
appoint any Prelate Nullius or Coadjutor of a diocesan Bishop 
with right of succession withour having first ascertained from the 
Prussian Government thar there do nor exist objections of à 
political character 

In the Concordat with Baden, art. 3 lays down 1. When the 
Archiepiscopal sec falls vacant the Chapter presents ro the Holy 
See a list of canonically suitable candidates 2. Before confirm 
ing the person elected, the Holy See will ascertain from the 
Ministry of State of Baden whether there exist against him on 
the part of the Government objections of a general political 
character, 10 (һе exclusion however of those regarding the political 
party ". And in the final Protocol, concerning art. 3 it es laid 
down: " In the case of oppointing à Coadjutor with right of 
succession to the Archbishop of Freiburg, the Holy See will take 
action after having consulted the Government of Baden 

As the honourable German Embassy will observe. in the Con- 
cordat provisions quoted above and such provisions are, more- 
over, analogous 10 those agreed upon with other States—the 
privilege allowing that objections of a political character against 
a candidate be taken into consideration--a pure concession founded 
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dispositions ol Canon Law 


Holy 


unt t 


made directly u 


See, it 
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Prelates 


being ti 
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cannot be 


The 


to the honor 


eld айу way 
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politica 
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within the 


of ot 


ther 
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various ecclesiasiical province 


can easily sec nis on 


no le 
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favourable 
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thet 


selve 


s particular 
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tions « 
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above 
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Instance 


vinces is enirusted provisionally 


to an Apostolic Administrator or 


limited expressly to 


с respect 


povel 


Archbish 
Prelates 
choice of Vicars 


Chapters 
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and 
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prolonged 


і 


umstanccs, entirely 


responsible 


ave objections ol 


egard to the appoinment, 


Apostolic Administrators 


and 
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which by 
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old Reich and indicated in the 


h as regards В 
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beyond 


hops and in 


nmen the ecclesiastica pro 


à reasonable time 


to a Vicar Capitular or in fine 
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agreemenis o 

in the religious 
annexed in conse 
the conclusion « 
nized ir I 
organisms 


The Holy 


to quote some examples, norw standing the fact that 


shops of Metz and Strasbourg Germans by nationality 
following on the occupation of Alsace-l.or € by French troops 
had offered their resignations, the Hol se did not accept «en 
until July 10th 1919 and did not gran! the canonical installation 
of «he two French prelates, their successors until the following 
July 31st, that is, when the peace treaty had already entered into 
force 
The Holy See acted in a similar manner in the question ol 
the delimlianon of the ecciesiasrical provinces о! Poland. Not- 
withstanding the wish expressed by the Polish Government and 
the importance, even in the very interests of Religion, of a quick 
solution, the Holy See abstained from taking a Anal decision in 
this matter ший an international jur a! settlement had been 
reached in the controversy relating to the possession of Vilna 
It was only after the weil-known decisions reached ой this question 
bv the. Conference о! Ambassadors (March Idih 1923) and by 
the League of Nations (December 3rd 1923) ihar the Holy See, 
in art. IX of the Polish Concordat, signed on February 10h 1925, 


established the new ecclesiastical division ot Poland. 
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